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onerous tasks the amount of fighting they have to do, and the
constant legal risks they have to run, are so harassing that only
sheer love of their cause could keep them at their posts. Cer-
tainly the German trade unionist official does not "batten on
the hard-earned wages of the working man."
Almost invariably the headquarters of the federations of all
three groups of trade unions are also the home of another
institution which greatly aids the unions in their work of
organisation and agitation. This is the inquiry and advice
agency, usually called Workmen's Secretariate, which is a
friend-in-need to working people of both sexes, and often to
the public generally, in many a difficult situation. So popular
have these institutions become, and so important Is the place
they fill, that a number of towns have established public agencies
on the same lines, at which legal advice is gratuitously given
upon all matters of civil, penal, and industrial law. In 1907
there were 96 "Free" or Socialist Workmen's Secretariates
with 132 other agencies, and they gave advice and information
In 464,465 cases, of which 137,644 related to insurance, 130,936
to civil law matters, 70,974 to labour and wages questions,
60,065 to State and municipal matters, and 34,017 to the
penal law. The number of different persons who consulted the
Secretariates alone was 401,950. Of the 96 Secretariates 27
only gave help to organised workpeople or those Incapable of
organisation (i.e., domestic servants, &c.), while the majority
followed the policy of the open door.
It must not be supposed, however, that capital has passively
looked on while labour has closed its ranks and united in an
aggressive movement upon the citadel of industrial wealth. On
the contrary, the resistance of German employers to trade
unionism was never so strong as at the present time, though
this resistance Is more determined In some parts of the country,
and also in some industries, than in others. In no industries
is It so vigorous, however, as in the syndicated coal, iron, and
steel Industries of the West of Prussia. If trade unionism is
nowhere so strong as there, anti-unionism Is nowhere so
uncompromising.
ec The decisive battles of German politics," said truly a
German journal recently, " will be fought neither on the
Neckar (Baden) nor on the Isar (Bavaria), but in the district